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seemed to George III. to be the most appropriate person
to form a Government in succession to the emancipa-
tionist Grenville.
The main obstacles to Portland's appointment were
age and infirmity. He was nearly seventy years old,
and he was in wretched health. Nevertheless, he
yielded to the King's solicitations, on the understand-
ing that all the serious work of Government should be
performed by his younger and more active colleagues—
Perceval, Hawkesbury, Castlereagh, and Canning.
The transference of office from Grenville to Port-
land was followed, not only by a change in the attitude
of the Government towards tne religious emancipation
question, but also by a marked revival of British
activity in foreign affairs. In 1806, Napoleon had com-
pletely overwhelmed Prussia; in 1807 he overthrew
Russia and made with the Tsar Alexander I. the Treaty
of Tilsit (July), which not merely terminated the state
of war between the two emperors, but converted them
into allies bent on the destruction of perfidious Albion.
Canning, the new and brilliant Secretary for Foreign
Affairs, heard, by way of Spain, of the carefully
guarded secret of the pact of Tilsit, and learned that the
design of the plotters was to secure the Danish fleet and
use it for the coercion of Britain. Anticipating the
Franco-Russian coup, he sent the British fleet to Copen-
hagen and compelled the Danes to surrender their ships
pending the conclusion of the war (September, 1807).
His second great achievement was his determination to
end the period of British inactivity on the Continent by
acceding to the prayers of the Portuguese and Spaniards
for assistance in their efforts to expel the French, who
had crossed the Pyrenees, dispossessed the Spanish royal
house, and invaded Portugal. His was the initiative
that inaugurated the Peninsular War, whose slow, ex-
hausting process was destined to drain away the re-
sources and the strength of the Napoleonic Empire.
But Canning, as Secretary for Foreign Affairs, be-

